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Editorial

Ecological Governance and Ecological Knowledge
in Southeast Asia
Rising sea levels and pollution, shrinking biodiversity, growing
competition for access to basic resources such as water or
arable land are common concerns across all of Southeast Asia
(SEA). Therefore, climate change, sustainable development and
hydropolitics have become major political issues in the region.
On the one hand, the environment is a driver of processes of
regional integration, but, on the other, it has engendered conflict
between various actors in the region.
Environmental questions are also major issues in the
EU’s policy towards Southeast Asia as shown in the Joint
Communication “EU-ASEAN: a partnership with a strategic
purpose”, adopted by the European Commission in 2015.
The EU is aware that a failure to address these environmental
challenges could have drastic consequences, not only for the
region’s security but also its political and economic stability.
Due to this fact, the problem of ecological governance in Asia
has major importance also for Europe.
Researchers working in CRISEA Work Package 1 seek
to better understand the relationship between ecological
governance in SEA and ecological knowledge. From our
perspective, the complexity of actors involved in ecological
governance at the different levels (local, national, transnational)
makes it incumbent upon us to take into consideration various
types of knowledge. These range from ‘common sense’
and practical knowledge of small fisher communities to the
professional knowledge of experts or the more theoretical
scientific knowledge of academicians. Of particular salience is
the process of knowledge exchange that takes place across
local, national and international boundaries. Although actors
may be associated with one level, for example the nationstate, boundaries between the various levels are often blurred in
practice, and there are a number of mechanisms through which
actors from different levels are interconnected.
These exchanges, we argue, facilitate the “co-production”
of ecological knowledge, which then in its turn, restructures
ecological governance regimes that do not only involve laws,
but also transnational norms and “best practice” models.
The Mekong basin may serve as a good example of such de
facto legal pluralism, with a great diversity of “hard” and “soft”
laws regulating water governance in the region.
In our understanding, the relationship between ecological
knowledge and environmental governance is a symbiotic
one: production, circulation, integration and dissemination are
elements of how knowledge is being shaped, put into action and
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Research Modules in WP1
List of researchers in CRISEA

reshaped. To gain a better understanding of these processes,
it is necessary to have a close look at the different groups
of actors that have access to particular “commons”. Research
activities in WP1 are organized in three strands, focused on
three of the commons: sea, rivers and air.
As far as the sea is concerned, our research addresses
two topics. A first project focusing on Indonesia examines
the impact of sand mining and land reclamation. A second
project examines the marine resources of the South China Sea.
Here, consideration is given to the evolving regional demand
for fishery products and its political economy, including the
competitive relationship between industrial-scale and smallscale fishing practices.
For the theme of “rivers”, five research projects focus on
two major transboundary rivers: the Salween River and the
Mekong River. Two projects explore the hydropolitics of the
Mekong River, including the shifting relationship between China
and downstream countries that has emerged with the China-led
Lancang Mekong Cooperation Framework. In these two projects
we seek to understand how new challenges and opportunities
for transboundary governance are emerging. A third project
examines the local impact of resettlement at a large hydropower
dam from the perspective of human security. For the Salween
River, a fourth project will analyse the history of cross-border
teak trade and its implications for border-making. The final
project examines the contemporary politics of the ‘Salween
Peace Park’ recently created in Karen State, Myanmar. In this
project the focus is on reterritorialization.
The final theme entails two research projects. The first examines
sustainable energy transition in ASEAN, focusing on the analysis
of low-carbon transition in the Indonesian and Thai electricity
sectors. The second explores international cooperation through
knowledge exchange networks between Southeast Asian cities.
Here, our particular focus is on how ecological knowledge for
improved city planning, - for example on energy efficiency,
- is facilitated by these regional and global knowledge networks.
Research activities in WP1 are carried out by a truly
multidisciplinary team consisting of anthropologists, political
scientists, sociologists and historians. While we have agreed on
incorporating the concept of ecological knowledge production in
all individual projects conducted within the framework of the WP,
we draw on a wide range of competencies and methodological
approaches. Thus, the final output of the research is expected
to provide a very diverse and multi-dimensional view of
environmental issues in the region.
				
Tomasz Kaminski
				
Co-Leader Work Package 1
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INTERVIEW

A Conversation with Jonathan Rigg,
Member of the International Academic
Advisory Board
Tomasz Kaminski
What sort of transboundary governance is
emerging in Southeast Asia in response to
shared environmental problems?
This is the central question that sits behind a Singapore Social
Science Research Council grant being led by Professor David
Taylor at NUS, and on which I am the Co-PI: “Sustainable
Governance of the Transboundary Environmental Commons
in Southeast Asia” (see https://www.tecsea.info/about).
The grant has some time to run so the question is still an
open one for us. We are exploring two forms of transboundary
commons: biomass burning and the haze in Indonesia;
and hydropower and water in the Mekong watershed.
We may well find that each requires a different conceptual frame;
one size might not fit all. That said we – with Michelle Miller (the
SRF on the project) as lead author – have recently completed
a paper examining how hybrid environmental governance
produces, maintains, and reconfigures common property
across transboundary geographies of resource access, use
and ownership in Southeast Asia. We explore two forms of
transboundary commoning arrangements: mobile commons
(such as water) and in situ commons (such as forests).
We argue that a more fruitful, or at least an alternative, approach
to the usual focus on resource rights and entitlements is to
pay attention to power relations as a means of understanding
the dynamic and networked ways in which transboundary
common property is continually being (re)made through
processes of hybrid environmental governance in response
to changing ecological systems and shifting social realities.

Tomasz Kaminski
In relation to the previous question, what
other actors, apart from states, are engaged
in transboundary governance in Southeast
Asia(for example, cities, multinational
companies, NGOs etc) and in what form?
It depends to some degree on the object of analysis.
For example, we are looking at the transboundary governance
of the Mekong. And by ‘transboundary’ we also include,

at least for our project, governance across more than just national
boundaries. The actors are diverse: national governments,
to be sure; but also private companies, villages, NGOs working
with different user groups, and others. Perhaps more to the
point, we think that the depth of economic integration across
Southeast Asia means that we need to adopt a less spatially
bounded view of ‘the’ commons. Flows of labour, technology,
money, knowledge and resources, between and within
nation states, and the ways the very valuation of these things
changes as they move means that traditional approaches to
the commons, reflected most obviously in Elinor Ostrom’s
classic work, no longer adequately capture the processes we
are seeking to understand.
Vanessa Lamb, Melissa Marschke and I have recently
published a paper looking at sand mining in Cambodia and
Myanmar, and how this connects livelihoods across space,
to Singapore. In the paper we explore how the value of sand
in one economic realm (the commercial) discounts or ignores
value in another (the semi-subsistence). We conclude: “It is
not therefore just that the things that are counted and valued,
the methods used, and the interpretative frameworks employed
omit such matters [of local livelihoods]; this oversight also
hides some of the egregious livelihood outcomes that are tied
to such processes of accumulation”.

David Camroux
Jonathan you have just published two books.
The first is a fascinating study of agrarian
transformations in Thailand, a book which goes
well beyond the classic rural to city schema.
You have also co-edited a volume on coping
with climate change. My, perhaps, naive
question is in what way are these two subjects
linked?
The two books have very different origins. More than Rural:
Textures of Thailand’s Agrarian Transformation is a research
monograph drawing on almost four decades of field
research, dating back to my PhD fieldwork in Mahasarakham
in 1982-1983. People and Climate Change: Vulnerability,
Adaptation, and Social Justice is a co-edited volume with Lisa
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Reyes Mason. This second book has contributions from
scholars from a range of different fields, working across the
world, from Asia and Australia to Africa, the US and Europe.
But while they represent different strands of my work, I do
think they rhyme (now that you ask!). More specifically, I have
become increasingly interested in the ways in which vulnerability
and precarity, and adaptation and resilience, change over the
course of social, economic and environmental transformation.
By that, I don’t want to suggest that things are not improving.
I am quite clear that conditions of life and living are far ‘better’
today than when I started working in Thailand (and since then,
in Laos, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam), and for the great
majority of people whose lives I have sought to understand.
But ‘development’ doesn’t simply smoothly ameliorate old
problems; it re-works those old problems and brings new
ones into existence. Populations are mostly less vulnerable,
but they may nonetheless live newly precarious lives.
The effects of climate change and neo-liberalisation may well
be treated as separate, and indeed addressed by scholars
of different disciplinary persuasions, but for rural households
they are part of the same contextual milieu as they struggle
to build better lives for themselves and their families.
Farm households embrace non-farm work for a range of
reasons: because such work provides a better financial return;

because land holdings are too small to sustain a reasonable
living; because it is more desirable; and perhaps because
changing environmental conditions mean farmers need to spread
their risks.
The sub-title of the climate change book ends with ‘social
justice’. Climate change is a matter of justice in multiple ways.
Development is also about justice. The transformations that
More than Rural explores have not just happened; they are the
outcomes of policies and decisions, intentional and otherwise,
that have shaped and sometimes constrained the choices that
people can make. And, of course, climate change reflects
choices made – or not made – on a grand, global scale.
Jonathan Rigg, More than Rural: Textures of Thailand’s
Agrarian Transformation, Honolulu: University of Hawai’i
Press, 2019.
Lisa Reyes Mason & Jonathan Rigg (eds), People and Climate
Change: Vulnerability, Adaptation and Social Justice,
New York: Oxford University Press, 2019.
Lamb, Vanessa, Melissa Marschke and Jonathan Rigg (2019)
“Trading Sand, Undermining Lives: Omitted Livelihoods
in the Global Trade in Sand”, Annals of the American
Association of Geographers. https://doi.org/10.1080/246
94452.2018.1541401.

Past Events
• CRISEA Mid-term review, Brussels, 30th January 2019
• 2nd CRISEA Policy Briefing Session, Brussels, 30th January 2019
• 1st CRISEA Dissemination Workshop (WP4), Ateneo de Manila University, 14th-15th February 2019
• Complimentary visit of Scientific Coordinator Jacques Leider at the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta, 18th February 2019
• Lecture by Jacques Leider at the Knowledge Society Initiative in Jakarta, 20th February 2019
• Sophie Boisseau du Rocher met with the Rector of Mandalay University on 6th March 2019 to present the CRISEA project
and held a working session with the Burmese team of CRISEA researchers on 7th March 2019
• David Camroux presented two papers at the International Studies Association 60th Annual Convention in Toronto, Canada,
27th-30th March 2019. Papers were also given by three members of CRISEA’s International Academic Advisory Board:
Amitav Acharya, Alice Ba and Evelyn Goh.
• 2nd CRISEA Research Workshop (WP3), 17th-18th April 2019, St. Johns College, Cambridge University
• David Camroux co-chaired an Expert Dialogue on Development of Regional Cooperation in Asia, European Institute of Asian
Studies, Brussels, 24th April 2019

Future Events
• CRISEA Panels at 4th Conference of ItaSEAS, 22th -24th May 2019, Procida, Italy
• 2nd CRISEA Research Workshop, 24th -25th May 2019, Procida, Italy
• 2nd CRISEA Dissemination Workshop WP2 ‘The Economy’, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 9th July 2019
• CRISEA Panels at EuroSEAS, Humbolt University, Berlin, 10th -13th September 2019
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Second CRISEA Briefing Session for the EEAS:

State and Fate of Liberalism and Democracy
in Southeast Asia: the Philippines, Thailand and Malaysia

CRISEA’s second Policy Briefing Session for the
EEAS was held in Brussels on 30th January 2019 in the
presence of H.E. David Daly, head of Division for Southeast
Asia and ASEAN. Chaired by Tomas Larsson (University of
Cambridge), this session was devoted to the theme ‘State
and Fate of Liberalism and Democracy in Southeast Asia’
and involved speakers from Work Package 3 (The State).
It sought to provide both historical as well as systemic context
to the challenges to the liberal order and, what is generally
perceived, as a disappointing reversal to the trajectories of
democratisation in Southeast Asia.
The first presentation by Lisandro Claudio (Ateneo de
Manila University, Philippines) dealt with The hegemony of
Dutertismo: Lower middle-class mentalities and the erosion
of liberal democracy. In his presentation he confronted his
own important historical research on the liberal tradition in the
Philippines, with the social reality that the lower middle classes
in that country have not only elected, but continue to support,
an authoritarian populist as their president. When, to quote
Winston Churchill, liberal democracy may not be perceived as
the least bad of all systems, this poses challenges to European
diplomacy in the region. Discussion of these challenges
amongst practitioners proved to be a fruitful exercise for
all involved.

The
second
presentation,
by
Andreas
Ufen
(GIGA, Hamburg,
Germany)
also
broached a subject
of
contemporary
salience, namely
Malaysia
after
the 2018 elections: Stalled reforms and the Malay-Muslim
challenge. While this briefing by a political scientist was
resolutely contemporary it also evoked the problem of a type
of historical path dependency. Positive discrimination policies
in favour of Malaysia’s Malay majority have become so
entrenched since the country’s independence, that Malaysia’s
first government to be drawn from a multi-ethnic opposition
has difficulty in challenging them in the name of liberal
democracy.
The two presentations were followed by a lively discussion
with staff not only from the EEAS, but also from several
European Commission DGs. A policy brief on “The Erosion of
Liberalism and the Rise of Duterte in the Philippines” is now
available on the project website www.crisea.eu.

the state (WP3)
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Second Research Workshop for WP 3, The State
17 – 18 April 2019, Cambridge
Between 17th – 18th April, fifteen scholars drawn from
CRISEA’s Work Package 3 “The State” met for two days
of intense discussions at St John’s College, University of
Cambridge. Tomas Larsson and Pham Quynh Phuong, the
co-leaders of the Work Package, alongside Jacques Leider,
the Scientific Coordinator, skilfully organized debates into six
sessions. In general, two papers were presented in each
session allowing ample time for in-depth discussion of each
paper. The sessions were organized along the lines of the four
modules in the Work Package presented in CRISEA’s Second

Newsletter which deal with the four types of challenges to
the liberal state in Southeast Asia. These challenges are
respectively those presented by the rise of populism, regime
change, institutional developments and heightened religious
affirmations.
Mid-way through the CRISEA project, this workshop
demonstrated that its interdisciplinary and multi-disciplinary
approach is the most fruitful way of understanding the
complexities of the Southeast Asian region.

First CRISEA Dissemination Workshop, Work Package 4 ‘Identity’
14-15 February 2019, Manila, Philippines
The CRISEA project held its 1st Dissemination Workshop
on «New Geopolitics, Populism and Violence» in Manila,
Philippines, on 14-15 February 2019. It brought together

researchers from Work Package 4 ‘Identity’ and involved a
closed-door session with the European delegation to the
Philippines as well as a Public Forum on «Contemporary
Identities in Southeast Asia : Youth,
Violence and Transnationalism»
co-organized with Facebook
Philippines and the Philippine
Sociological Society. The CRISEA
project members would like to
express their warm thanks to H.E.
Franz Jessen, EU Ambassador to
the Philippines, for his support
and to organizers Dr Jayeel
Cornelio and his colleague Erron
C. Medina, Ateneo de Manila
University.
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Project Dissemination Team

Researching, Visualizing, Informing
CRISEA Web-Documentaries

WP 1 – The Environment
Working Title: The Flow of Sand
Producer and Director: Monika Arnez

Increasingly, we inhabit
a world where messages
from media and experiences
of personal life are both
imbued with, and often coalesce into, the same visual images.
Thus, undertaking research with - and through - visual
recording and the analysis thereof has become a compelling
option, especially when research is of an interdisciplinary
nature. CRISEA researchers acknowledge that research results
presented in the form of documentary films available online,
a website-based form of narration or a multimedia object
foster cross-cultural and cross-generational communication
and are much more likely to have an impact. However, as
these forms are more widely seen, than written pieces are
read, they need to be carefully crafted. Through such visual
documents - constituted as a fundamental part of knowledge
- the sensorial first-impact of sights and sounds can engage
an audience in a way that written text cannot. With this in
mind, CRISEA has planned the production of five webdocumentaries, each of which will focus on one of the five
research Work Package themes, while taking into account
the project’s three transversal themes – gender, migration
and security -- in its treatment of material. The producers of
the five proposed video productions have been given total
freedom to determine the format of their production and the
different skills and disciplinary insights they choose to bring to
bear on their subject.

Synopsis
The documentary film “The Flow of Sand” is set, both against
the backdrop of increasing Chinese investment in real estate
in Malaysia in recent years and, also, the political transition
following the May 2018 legislative elections. Futuristic, largescale land reclamation projects are some of the visible
expressions of these investments. Two case studies are
explored in the film: ‘Forest City’ in Johor and ‘Melaka Gateway’
in Malacca, both of which have been launched in attractive
places by the sea in these two Malaysian states. Moreover,
both projects are part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
and they are built on artificial islands reclaimed from the sea.
Yet having been initially hailed for boosting the economy and
creating jobs these projects have also subsequently attracted
criticism for exacerbating social injustices and for impacting
negatively on the environment.
“The Flow of Sand” thus seeks to reveal the contested
nature of these projects showing both these projects’
ambitions and their contradictions. While they aspire to create

a pleasant, prosperous and eco-friendly environment in
strategic locations, yet this is at the cost of social alienation,
and negative impacts on the ecosystem. By including the
perspective of affected community members, particularly
in Malacca, this film raises questions about the projects’
deleterious effects such as exacerbating social inequality and

CRISEA Web-Documentaries
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the destruction of the environment. In the film images of silt,
artificial beaches and dunes are used as visual signifiers,
connecting the different ‘flows’ of sand with these social and
environmental issues.
WP 2 – The Economy
Working Title: The Industrious Asian – Humans and Gas
in North Aceh (Gas, GAM and SEZs)
Producers: Silvia Vignato & Giacomo Tabacco

seek to migrate. Yet the past experience of this extractive
industry has laid the ground for as yet unrealized (and perhaps
unrealistic) plans for a Special Economic Zone (SEZ).
Parallel to the tale of gas, ingrained with discourses of both
hatred and hope, there is a different narrative arising from a
different type of industrial effort. Small brick manufacturing,
enterprises crafting “ethnic” accessories, and small-scale fish
drying points, all underpaid forms of industrialization as the
only alternatives to farming and migration. The subject will be
explored from the perspective of different villages which have
been dramatically affected by the history of gas exploitation.

WP 3 – The State
Working Title: States of Belonging
Producer: Rachel Leow

Synopsis
The film explores how Lhokseumawe (northern Sumatra)
was socially and culturally defined by gas extraction as the
major industrial sector in the region and the impact of the
definitive end of a centralized model of development that
it has engendered. The main focus is on the intimate and
multi-faceted acceptation of a specifically Acehnese culture of
industrialization and the way in which deindustrialization has
impacted on that acceptation.
While the gas fields were still exploitable (1978 - 2005),
the centralized model of development thrived, while, given its
neo-colonialist underpinnings, provoking in reaction a lengthy
separatist struggle for Acehnese independence. Today,
the fields no longer yield. In their wake are to be found
decaying physical structures, local myth-like tales of fabulous
salaries and advantageous sub-contracts, intertwined with
memories of human exploitation and violence. Today levels of
unemployment are increasing and more and more Acehnese

Synopsis
This short film will explore the tensions between belonging,
expressed as citizenship, and ethnic/cultural belonging
among Chinese in Southeast Asia.
Act 1: Images of ‘the state’ with the intention of elaborating
some of the ways they impact daily life. This will comprise
still photographs/video shots of any of the following: voting;
passports; immigration lines; crossing country borders (e.g.
the signs that demarcate them); prisons; arrests; censuses;
identity cards; policemen; government speeches; civil marriage
ceremonies (e.g signing registrars); registration papers that
have both local names and Chinese names; multilingual
official documents; law courts. Accompanied with a scripted
voiceover commentary about the gulf between belonging as
a state identity versus an ethnic/cultural sense of identity,
drawing on Benedict Anderson on ‘bounded’ vs ‘unbounded
serialities’.
Act 2: A montage of short clips (can be self-filmed) of people
answering two questions: ‘What does “being [a citizen of
Southeast Asian country X] mean to you?’, and ‘What does
“being Chinese” mean to you?’
Act 3: Interviews of academics concerning broader historical
trends in the complexity of relations between the PRC and
Chinese in several Southeast Asian states, highlighting the
problems of belonging precipitated by decolonization in the
50s and 60s. These interviews may be interspersed with
some historical footage.
Act 4: Belonging across state lines. A brief conversation
with members of a fifth-generation Chinese family settled in
Malaysia but in search of roots in ancestral family in Shenzhen.

e-NewsLetter no. 3/2019

CRISEA Web-Documentaries
WP 4 – Identity
Working Title: Malay Identity on the Move
Producers: Jan Van der Putten & Alan Darmawan

Synopsis
Below is a short list of objects and events that were covered
in the very rough cut of the documentary made in September
last year.
1.	Opening: some images of the islands and the town of
Tanjungpinang, which is the main focus of the
whole project.
2. Gurindam: Tanjungpinang is called Kota Gurindam
(town of gurindam poetry) which refers to a certain poetic
form originating in the area made famous by a
19th-century author. This poetic form has been transformed
into the written and musical icon of the town and used to
promote it and to epitomise the people’s Malay identity.

8
It is derived from a highly moralistic, relatively short and
aphoristic poem that is taught in schools, sung at festivals
and time and again used in contests.
This part begins with interviews with teenagers in the
street expressing their opinions and to cut over to a
contest for school children held in Tanjungpinang.
3. Language: Transition to language and its importance for
Malay identity. This is introduced by (locally)
well-known cultural workers who express their opinions
about the connections between the Malay language
and identity. The film shifts from the town of
Tanjungpinang to the island of Penyengat where a
wedding ceremony is taking place. Wedding ceremonies
are highlighted as a form of cultural expression for they
are considered very important in communal life by the
people living there. This transition is made by proposing
some impressions about the revered 19th-century poet
referred to above.
4. Festivals: There is a transition from the wedding ceremony
to the performance of a certain ritual which is imitated by
young children in a cultural festival in the back of a pickup
truck. A short clip of an interview with one of the organisers
of such cultural festivals is used to transition to the next
sequence, namely a transition to depictions of Malay identity
and modern life. In the previous images and commentary
will have been depicted the stereotypical, folkloristic type
of cultural expressions propagated by the Malaysian
authorities as representing Malay identity. In the next
sequence is shown the reading of the poem Fairytale
of the Sand (Dongeng Pasir) and, in the visual background,
images of the deserted sand quarries, juxtaposed with the
construction of new administrative centres in the provinces.
5.	Islam and a round off: Here will be added to a recorded
interview with the newly-appointed sultan a round off with
closing statements by one of the cultural workers in
the area.

Publications
Policy Briefs
• Dominik Mierzejewski, Local Governments in China’s Policy towards ASEAN: Roles, Structures and Implications
• Lisandro Claudio, The Erosion of Liberalism and the Rise of Duterte in the Philippines
• Ronald Mendoza, The Duterte Administration on Year 3
• David Camroux, Populist Leaders and Illiberal Regimes in Southeast Asia

Working Papers 1
• WP1 Working Paper - The Environment - Contested Knowledge of the Commons in Southeast Asia
• WP2 Working Paper - The Economy - Development & Transformation in Southeast Asia: The Political Economy of Equitable Growth
• WP3 Working Paper - The State - Contesting the Liberal State in Southeast Asia
• WP4 Working Paper - Identity - Shaping Alternative Identities in Southeast Asia: Youth, Violence, and Transnationalism
• WP5 Working Paper - The Region - The ASEAN Conundrum: Facing Competing Regional Constructs

The Environment (WP1)
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The Environment: Securing the Commons
Individual Research Projects
Cities consume over two thirds of the world’s energy and
account for more than 70% of global CO2 emissions.
In consequence the position of city governments on ecological
issues became an important factor for the general success
of global sustainable development. We also observe the
development of global environmental networks of subnational
governments, whose goals are mainly related to producing
and sharing ecological knowledge. Academic literature on

SALLY BECKENHAM and ROBERT A.FARNAN (CHIANG MAI)
Infrastructure Development, Environmentalism and Global
Discourse in the Salween Peace Park, Myanmar
This project explores the intersection of infrastructure
development, environmentalism and global discourses in
the context of the Salween Peace Park (SPP) in Southeast
Myanmar. Considerable attention in anthropology and political
ecology has been paid to the social and environmental impacts,
and the environmental movements, that arise in response to
large-scale infrastructure projects and extractive industries,
such as the 1,365MW Hatgyi dam on the Salween River.
Acting as a technology that reterritorializes the commons,
such infrastructures are central to public controversies that
risk inflaming conflict and undermining regional integration
and security. In this project we seek to sharpen the focus on
the role played by global discourses, in particular indigeneity,
which increasingly shape the contours of not only these
public controversies, but also broader peacebuilding efforts
in Myanmar and the role of environmentalists therein. This will
enable us to better appreciate the complex interactions linking
environmental governance and the political struggle for the
commons. It draws from the burgeoning academic literature in
critical security and indigeneity studies respectively. In doing
so the project goes beyond articulations of enclosure that
traditionally inform discussions of the commons, to look at
how practices of reterritorialization are being reconfigured by
civil society for the purpose of environmental conservation
and peacebuilding.

TOMASZ KAMINSKI (LODZ)
International Cooperation of Southeast Asian Cities –
Environmental Dimension
Although environmental policy is formulated at the national
and supranational level (eg. the EU, the UN), the subnational
units bear the responsibility for its practical implementation.

this environmental dimension of cooperation is way too much
concentrated on Western regions/cities leaving a gap as far
as South East Asian (SEA) subnational units are concerned.
In this research project Tomasz Kaminski is going to analyse
SEA cities’ participation in translocal environmental networks in
the context of production and sharing ecological knowledge.
On the basis of case studies he will try to understand what are
the driving factors, obstacles and impact of the participation
in the networks.

MONIKA ARNEZ (HAMBURG)
Creating Land from Water: Land Reclamation
in Maritime Southeast Asia

Land reclamation is an urban development strategy many
countries implement in order to extend the reach of existing
cities and create new space for artificial islands. These are
destined to house many types of projects, such as apartment

e-NewsLetter no. 3/2019
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complexes, office buildings, shopping malls, and deep-sea
harbours. Countries like Singapore, for example, where land
is a scarce resource, have long relied on sand imported
from countries such as Indonesia, Cambodia, and Vietnam for
land reclamation, before these three countries prohibited the
export of sand to their Southeast Asian neighbour. Yet, land
reclamation is also common in regions where land is readily
available. A case in point is Malaysia’s West Coast where
artificial islands have been created by dredging sand despite
the fact that land is abundant. As land reclamation relies
extensively on capital, labour and technology, elite actors
dominate the process of creating land within an environment
of water.
This research project is a multi-sited ethnographic study
aiming at a deeper understanding of land reclamation sites in
maritime Southeast Asia. It analyses, firstly, how the process
of creating new space - and displacing the sea - impacts
on social relationships and the marine habitat. Secondly,
it examines the approaches of different groups of actors
towards land reclamation, and, thirdly it addresses how
ecological knowledge production is used to influence land
reclamation projects. This project draws on two bodies of
scholarly literature, the first dealing with the social construction
and production of space, and the second with ecological
knowledge and knowledge-shaping processes.

CARL MIDDLETON (CHULALONGKORN)
Analyzing the coproduction of ecological knowledge and
transboundary water governance on the Lancang-Mekong
River through a hydrosocial lens
The Lancang-Mekong River is increasingly engineered by
large dams, including on the mainstream in both China and
Laos, changing the river’s hydrology and ecology, and with
implications for riparian livelihoods. The electricity generated
is destined for the region’s largest electricity markets, namely
Thailand, China and Vietnam. Whilst early inter-governmental
cooperation focused on the Mekong River Commission
(MRC), in 2016 the China-led Lancang-Mekong Cooperation
Framework (LMCF) was launched reflecting a shifting
geopolitics in the region and the growing influence of China.
With a focus on the MRC and LMCF, this research will
engage with the already substantial volume of research on
Lancang-Mekong hydropolitics, examining how recent and
ongoing ecological knowledge production is productive of –
and produced by – ecological governance and associated
hydrosocial territories. The research hypothesizes that
through both the MRC and the LMCF, water is increasingly
understood as an economic resource by states that links
to visions and hydrosocial territories of regional economic
integration and water commodification. However, these plans
remain contested, and alternatives proposed that envision the
Lancang-Mekong where water is central to riparian livelihoods
and wellbeing. This research looks at how convergences might
be built upon and divergences addressed in transboundary
water governance, with an emphasis on ensuring inclusion
and social justice, and to what extent ‘the commons’ is a
relevant concept to build upon?

EDYTA ROSZKO (LODZ)
The South China Sea and Environment: Tracing ecological
and livelihoods realities in maritime borderlands

Studies on the environmental history of Southeast Asia point
out that while there has been long-standing exploitation
of marine resources in the region, overfishing is a very
recent development. Marine ecologists offer an equally
alarming picture by connecting various contemporary state
development projects with ongoing damage to the marine
ecosystem, including mangroves, sea grass beds and coral
reefs that provide breeding grounds for many marine species.
Maritime disputes, the development of refrigeration, freezing
and transportation technologies might encourage coastal
inhabitants to use more intensive and often destructive methods
of extracting marine and coastal resources for commercial
purposes. Economists therefore propose a broader economic
valuation of natural assets and payment for their ecological
services as a way out of the unbridgeable dilemma between
destructive exploitation and conservation. However, one of
the main assumptions underlying this project is that the South
China Sea region cannot be fully grasped without paying
attention to local communities that inevitably become involved
not only in competition over marine resources and in border
making but also in environmental damage. We need to better
understand how coastal communities—which are dependent
on maritime spaces for their livelihoods—respond to the new
challenges. This research project offers in-depth analysis of
this issue.

ANDREA VALENTE (ISCSP)
Towards low carbon economies in Southeast Asia?
The prospects for emerging and disruptive technologies
in electricity in Indonesia and Thailand
ASEAN and ASEAN members face formidable energy security
challenges in a changing energy landscape: Southeast Asia
represents one of the most dynamic parts of the global energy
system, with an energy demand that has grown by over 60%
tin he past 15 years. On the other hand, it is considered to
be among the most vulnerable regions to the consequences
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of climate change. This project departs from many studies of
energy security in Southeast Asia by placing the policy-making
process as its focus of research. Clearly, the future energy
scenario in Southeast Asia will be determined by the interplay
of energy, economic, environmental, and demographic factors
and, more importantly, by the understanding that governments
make of that interplay. Within this framework this project
intends to shed light into the sustainability dimension of energy
security in the SE Asian context. Overall this project will assess
the dynamics of the transition to low carbon economies by
focusing on the policy-making process in the electricity sector
in two countries – Indonesia and Thailand. The project will
narrow its ambit to concentrate on how and if technology
(emerging and/ or disruptive) impacts on the policy-making
process and thus of the prospects of successfully upgrading
to low(er) carbon scenarios.

MICHAŁ ZARĘBA (LODZ)
Hydropolitics of the Mekong River Basin and Its Influence
on Regional Integration

and disseminating knowledge on damming the Mekong.
Research will also analyze the nature of hydropolitics in the
basin, by showing incentives for cooperation and drivers of
conflict, finally answering the question whether hydropolitics
strengthens or weakens integration processes in the Mainland
Southeast Asia.

AMNUAYVIT ANTHONY THITIBORDIN (Chiang Mai)
British India and Siam: Contestation on the
Salween Forest Region 1880-1939
This project examines the contestation of a forest area on
the Salween River from the 1880s to the interwar period.
The Salween forest cut across the borders of then British India
and of Siam. This project explores the development of forestry
science and its territorializing of forests and the concomitant
demarcation of borders. It is divided into two parts. The first
part of the project surveys the development of the forestry
science at the global level. Indeed during this period, forestry
science was exported from British India to Siam. In order to
better exploit forest resources. The second part looks at the
historical practice of forestry science on the opposite sides of
the border and its socio-economic consequences. Because
of the politico-economic setting in Siam, Siamese forest
management diverged from its British India origins. Choosing
the forest area along the Salween River will demonstrate how
two states developed a different forest management system for
the Salween River ecological system. The project will explore
archives in Thailand and Great Britain to look into a contest
over forest that traversed the border area and the unfolding of
events linked to the forest management.

DAVID CHU (Chiang Mai)
Sacrificing Human Security: the Lower Sesan II Dam’s
Resettlement and Compensation

The Mekong River Basin, which crosses China, Myanmar,
Laos, Thailand, Cambodia and Vietnam, is the largest inland
fishery in the world and the main source of fresh water used
in agriculture. Over 80 million people living in the basin rely
on the river for their livelihood. Since 1950’s lower riparian
states have been collaborating over the water resources to
improve their economies. After the era of instability in the
region downstream countries decided to establish in 1995
new organization – Mekong River Commission. China, by
constructing dams on the mainstream, undermining the role
of MRC, which has to weak political mandate to solve conflicts
occurring in the basin. Moreover in 2016 China launched
new mechanism Lancang-Mekong Cooperation which has
changed hydropolitical order in the region.
This project will examine the role of actors producing
ecological knowledge what legitimizes or contests advisability
of constructing hydropower plants. Moreover research
will indicate players which have the greatest influence on
hydropolitical order (defined as a network of relations
between riparian states over the water resources) by sharing

Since the early 2000s, the Cambodian government has
initiated many hydropower projects that have granted more
and more Cambodians access to electricity and improved
living standards. Regarding human security, a significant
number of Cambodians have achieved freedom from want.
However, many villagers who resettled to make room for dams
have encountered fundamental difficulties as a consequence.
For example, the Lower Sesan II Dam (LS2) relocated around
1,500 households, which have subsequently struggled with
undrinkable water, unavailable land titles, obstacles to home
ownership, lack of teachers in schools, and a degradation
of traditional culture. Hydropower dams in Cambodia are a
sacrificial human-security initiative because the improved
human security of wide swaths of Cambodians comes at
the betrayal of resettled villagers’ human security. In order
to address resettled villagers’ living difficulties, David Chu
will situate his research in the context of transdisciplinarity.
Transdisciplinary research serves to address real-world
problems rather than academic contrivances by integrating
knowledge from academic and non-academic stakeholders.
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