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Jacques P. Leider is a historian with the Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient (French Inst itute of Asian

Studies).  He has l ived for many years in Thai land and Myanmar where he has done research on early

modern Myanmar history,  including Arakan (Rakhine State).  His numerous publications on Arakan/Rakhine

history emphasize his ongoing interest in the complexity of Buddhist-Musl im relations in the frontier

region of South and Southeast Asia. His latest publications addressing contemporary issues of violence,

persecution and identity formation include "Rohingya: The History of a Musl im Identity in Myanmar."

In Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Asian History,  edited by David Ludden (New York: Oxford University

Press,  2018),  and “Transmutations of the Rohingya Movement in the Post-2012 Rakhine State Cris is ,”

in Ethnic and Rel igious Identit ies and Integration in Southeast Asia, edited by Ooi Keat Gin and Volker

Grabowsky (Chiang Mai: Si lkworm Books, 2017).
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A b s t r a c t :
T h e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  t h e  R o h i n g y a s  b e i n g  o n e  o f  n u m e r o u s
r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  h u r t i n g  M u s l i m s  i n  R a k h i n e  S t a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t

d e c a d e s  h a s  s t o o d  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  t h e
c o n u n d r u m  o f  t h e  R a k h i n e  S t a t e  c r i s i s  s i n c e  2 0 1 2 .  T h e i r

p e r s e c u t i o n ,  w h i c h  h a s  r e c e n t l y  l e d  t o  I C C - l e d  a c c u s a t i o n s  o f
g e n o c i d e ,  i s  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  b o r d e r  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s

m i l i t a r y  r e g i m e .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  R o h i n g y a
m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  h a s  c o n n e c t e d  t h e i r  c a s e  t o  p r e v a l e n t

i s l a m o p h o b i a  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n f l i c t u a l  o r i g i n s  i n  R a k h i n e  S t a t e ,  i t  i s

i m p o r t a n t  t o  l o o k  b e y o n d  s t a t e - l e d  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  m a s s  f l i g h t s
t o  B a n g l a d e s h  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 7 0 s .  T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  M u s l i m  c o m m u n i t i e s
i n  M y a n m a r  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i m p a c t

o f  d e c o l o n i z a t i o n  h a s t e n e d  b y  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  W W  I I  i n  A r a k a n
( R a k h i n e  S t a t e )  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  B u d d h i s t - M u s l i m  r e l a t i o n s

d u r i n g  t h e  m u l t i - p a r t y  p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  p e r i o d  ( 1 9 4 8 - 6 2 )  n e e d  t o
b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  r o o t s  o f  v i o l e n c e .


